_v
ivers under 21, although this group makes up less than 10 rcent of the total number of licensed drivers. For people aged to 34, automobile accidents are the single greatest cause of ath.
The bare statistics about young people, drinking, and acci-ntal deaths do little to convey the depth of the tragedies that ike so many families each year. There are few events more attering than the death or permanent disablement of a person the threshold of a full, adult life. It is the emotional anguish these families that has inspired such volunteer groups as athers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), Students Against unk Driving (SADD), and Remove Intoxicated Drivers (RID), awing on their own grief, these groups have inspired efforts others to deal more effectively with the problem. Between 1970 and 1973, 24 states reduced their minimum riking.ages. The rationale for making such changes was then d still is straightforward and reasonable. State and federal \fs give 18-year-olds most of the rights and responsibilities iociated with adulthood—among them the right to vote, seek my elective offices, enter into contractual agreements, and •ve in the armed forces. It seems logically consistent to also ifer the right to drink on this group.
n the wake of these reductions in the minimum drinking j, a number of studies sought to assess how these changes uld affect highway fatality rates among the young. These dies did not automatically anticipate that this rate would be ;her; there are factors that can decrease drinking-driving ac-ents among the young when the drinking age goes down. • instance, teenagers might be less likely to drink in their s if bars and taverns are open to them, or they might stop ving to neighboring jurisdictions with lower minimum drink-ages. The studies generally found, however, that reductions :he drinking age did cause a small but consistent increase in rate of crashes and deaths involving younger drivers, iased on such findings, NHTSA and many private organi-ions have concluded that, despite the logical consistency of 18-year drinking age, it is better to set drinking ages at 21